WORK FOR WEDGWOOD,  1775-1787
by John Flaxman, junr. " for my father " ; one of the
1781 bills, one of the 1784 bills, and the 1788 bill are
receipted by John Flaxman, senr. ; and the 1782 bill and
receipt are in the same handwriting as these. Until his
marriage in 1782 Flaxman lived with his father at his
shop in the Strand, and may have done work for him.
But even so, the bills are insufficient evidence that the
articles described in them were original work by the
younger Flaxman. They wrere more probably casts or
reproductions from the antique and other sculpture. In
the case of the famous Wine and Water jars, with respec-
tively a satyr and a triton handle, which appear in the
1775 bill and have long been confidently described as
designed by Flaxman, the doubt is reinforced by evidence
that the design is of eighteenth-century French origin
and perhaps by Clodion. Similarly, in the absence of
independent proof, Flaxman cannot be regarded as
designer of such well-known \vork as Apollo and four
Muses (included in the bill of 1775), to which he was
commissioned later to add six Muses ; the bas-relief of
The Four Seasons (1775) J Cupid and Psyche (1781) ; the
Lusts of Dr. Fothergill (1781), Mrs. Siddons (1782),
Hercules (1784), and Homer (1788) ; all of which appear
in bills receipted by or for his father.
Flaxman's first certain work for Wedgwood which
can be identified was two portrait medallions of Mr.
(later Sir Joseph] Banks and of Dr. Solander> which were
finished in 1775. In this type of work he became skilful